
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Dealing with Suffering.”  1 Peter 4.12-19. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Tenacious Serenity (An increasing serenity that comes from our identity in 

Christ) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, August 7th.  Read: John 15.18-20.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—

What do you Hear and/or See? 

 

Just as Peter did in chapter 4 (we will begin to see this tomorrow), Jesus assures us that suffering and 

hardships will happen in the life of faith!  Jesus was very honest about the realities of following Him.  Jesus 

said we need to consider the consequences of commitment to Him.  Jesus said, "If you're going to follow Me 

count the cost first."  If you're considering becoming a follower of Christ, you need to hear this message first.  

It's not always easy to be a believer in Jesus Christ and remain faithful in this world.   

 
In John 15:20, Jesus said, "No servant is greater than his master.  If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you 

also."  Did they persecute Jesus?  Sure they did.  "If they do it to Me they will [not "if"] do it to you."  There's a 

myth that says, if I have everything right in life then things are going to go smoothly.  Wrong.  You think if I did 

everything right, life will be pleasant.  That's just not always true.  You can do everything right in life if you 

could, and you would still have problems.  Jesus was perfect but they crucified Him.   

 

Jesus reminded His disciples of a statement He had made earlier:  No servant is greater than his master 

(cf. 13:16).  Previously He was referring to their need to imitate His humble service.  But the principle 

has other applications.  Christians are to identify so closely with Jesus that they share in His sufferings 

(they will persecute you also).  On the positive side, some people followed and obeyed Jesus’ teaching, 

so they also responded to the apostles’ message.  The root cause of the world’s hatred against the 

disciples is their identification with Jesus.  They hate Jesus because they are ignorant of God, the One 

who sent Him.1 

 

Christ predicts that His disciples will face hostility from the unbelieving world.  Those who think it is 

easy to be a Christian fail to understand the real consequences of following Jesus Christ.  In the face of 

persecution and the world’s hatred, Christ promises to strengthen and keep us from falling away.2  

 

Consider/Reflect:  How have you seen suffering change your life for the better?  What kind of pain affects your 

life the most: physical or emotional?    Pray about your sufferings and God’s presence and power in them this 

week.   

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, August 8th.   Read: 1 Peter 4.12.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 

Other Passages. 

                                                 
1J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1985). 
2 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

 



 
 

Similar to Jesus in the Gospel of John, Peter begins this section of his letter with a very clear, unequivocal 

statement:  suffering is a part of life!  He says don't be upset by it when this happens; people will put you down 

and challenge your faith.  Christians should not be frightened, shook up, and/or caught off guard.  We must be 

prepared.  If we're going to be believers, there will be times and places in our lives where people will not like 

that and make sure you know they do not like it (or you!). 

 

Sometimes we forget that we're in a spiritual battle.  Once we decide, "I'm going to be on God's side" then we 

become the enemy of the devil.  The Bible says in Ephesians 6:12 "We're not fighting against human beings but 

wicked spiritual forces."  The Bible calls the devil the accuser of the God’s children.  Satan would like to hurt 

God, but he can't.  So he does the next best thing.  He tries to hurt His children, you, because you are a believer.  

If you really wanted to hurt me, the easiest way is to hurt my kids.  You hurt my kids you hurt me.  Satan tries to 

get back at God by hurting His children, those who put their faith in Christ.   

 

As at 2: 11, Peter marks the beginning of a major section with “Dear friends” and exhorts his readers to 

avoid being surprised by the “painful trial you are suffering.”  Presumably, the early Christians were not 

generally surprised by opposition to the gospel (cf. 1 John 3: 13), but the actual turn of events among 

Peter’s audience may have caught them off guard or shocked them.  They were encountering a “painful 

trial” (lit., “the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you,” NRSV).  “Trial” denotes an 

experience that is either positive (God is testing you; cf. 1: 6– 7) or negative (it is a painful experience 

or an occasion for temptation).  While the latter may be true, the primary sense is surely to be found in 

the former.3 

 

Consider/Reflect:  How can your suffering draw you closer to Jesus?  Are you able to sense God’s hand in your 

suffering? 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, August 9th.  Read Again: 1 Peter 4.12.  Explore:  The background to this 

text(s). 
 

As we discussed on Sunday, there are multiple causes of suffering in our lives.  The question is, no matter the 

source of our suffering, how do we handle the suffering in our lives?   Let’s look again at the three, general 

kinds of suffering in life.  You are usually experiencing one of the three at any point in your life.   

 

Common Suffering -- happens just because we are human beings and things go wrong.  We live in a 

fallen world.  Our bodies wear out.  As a part of life we have suffering as human beings. 

 

“Consequence” Suffering -- suffering that I cause myself by the choices and often dumb decisions that I 

(and/or others) make.  If I get drunk and then have a hangover, that's a consequence.  We bring a lot of 

suffering on ourselves.  The Bible says, "A man reaps whatever he sews." 

 

Christian Suffering -- that's when we suffer for doing good; When we suffer for being a believer in 

Jesus.  When we suffer for the right thing, we suffer redemptively.  Jesus is the best example of this.  

Did He suffer because He did wrong or because He did right?  He suffered because He did right.  

 

All suffering can be used for our good and for our betterment.   

 

In I Peter 4, we can see that there are five ways we can respond to suffering as a Christian, particularly when we 

suffer for our faith, and when we are harassed because we are believers.  Whether it's at work, school, or in our 

neighborhood; by relatives who don't understand, or by people who ridicule you because you stand for certain 

things that they don't like.  I mention three on Sunday; today, I add two more:  Let’s remember: 

                                                 
3 Scot McKnight. The NIV Application Commentary: 1 Peter (Kindle Locations 4009-4016). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

 



 
 

 

 Realize -- Realize that it's bound to happen.   

 Rejoice -- Rejoice when it does happen.   

 Refuse to be ashamed.  When people challenge you because of your faith, don't be intimidated by that.   

 Remember the reward I'll receive for standing up for my faith, being persecuted or feeling harassed for 

my beliefs. 

 Remain faithful to God.   

 

Consider/Reflect:  “God permits suffering in our lives for a variety of reasons.  Sometimes it comes as a direct 

result of our own sin in order to discipline us.  Other times it is an effect of being God’s child in a world that 

wants to crush His Church.  Although we do not know God’s hidden will, we trust He has only the best in mind 

for us.  He will strengthen, uphold, and bless us in the midst of persecution.  He will use any afflictions we face 

for our good or for blessing others.  With our eyes on the cross, we can endure.  Our God will preserve us…”4 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, August 10th.  Read: 1 Peter 4.13-14.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 

 
The words “rejoice” and “suffering” do not seem to go together!  But that is exactly what we are told in this text.  

Peter says, rather than complain, celebrate.  That sounds like masochism, a martyr complex, or something 

ridiculous.  The key word here is the word rejoice.  It doesn't say "enjoy” when you suffer, it says "rejoice".  

There's a big different between enjoyment and rejoicing.  Enjoyment means getting pleasure out of something.  

Rejoicing means choosing to view our suffering in an alternative way.  It is the choice to rejoice.  Why?  Why 

should we rejoice?  In our text we can see two reasons:   

 

Suffering Draws us Closer to God. 

 

In v.13, the word translated, “share” is the Greek word koinonia, the word usually translated, “fellowship” or 

“community.”  The word infers closeness, intimacy, and/or commonness.  This is a type of fellowship where 

you get to know somebody up close and personal.  The Bible tells us that when you suffer for Jesus' name you 

have fellowship with Christ.  It draws you closer to Him.  When you go through suffering with anybody, it 

always bonds you to them.  Ask any war veteran.  The suffering that they went through bonds them together.  Or 

when people go through a disaster, it brings them closer together.  When we suffer for doing the right thing it 

draws us closer to Jesus—who knows what it is like to suffer for doing good!  This is Peter’s point in v.14.  T.R. 

Shriner notes: 

 

The sufferings of believers are described here as being “insulted because of the name of Christ.”  The word 

“insulted” (oneidizesthe) is important and helps us understand the “fiery ordeal” (NRSV; pyrōsei) in v. 12. 

The latter term might suggest that believers were being put to death and were experiencing some kind of 

physical torture for their faith.  Peter certainly wanted the readers to be prepared for such experiences…5 

 

Suffering Means that God can be Seen in Our Lives. 

 

The reason we suffer for our faith is that somebody sees something different in our lives!  Obviously they 

noticed the difference!  If we're never challenged for our faith, what does that say about our faith?  Maybe, it 

isn’t showing?  When people put you down or harass you for your faith, congratulations!  It means you are a 

person of character, you have conviction.  You stand for something rather than fall for anything.  Jesus Christ 

was not ashamed to die for you.  Don't be ashamed to live for Him. 

 

                                                 
4 Lutheran Study Bible.  
5 T.R. Schreiner. 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac37?ref=Bible.1Pe4.14&off=5&ctx=4:14+~In+v.+13+believers+are+commanded+to


 
 

Consider/Reflect:  (Martin Luther): “God lays a cross on all believers in order that they may taste and prove the 

power of God—the power which they have taken hold of through faith”6  

 

  Day #5-Friday, August 11th.   Read: 1 Peter 4.15-16 Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 
 

Peter makes an important point here.  We must be sure our persecution is for doing good, not because we are 

doing wrong.  And, there is a difference for being ridiculed for standing on principle and character, rather than 

for simply being obnoxious!  To suffer as a believer is to understand that our suffering should point to Jesus and 

His glory.  “There is no shame if one suffer(s) as a Christian rather than as a criminal.  On the contrary, that 

name should be a source of praise to God for it identifies the bearer with the blessings of salvation (cf. v. 11).”7 

 

Interestingly, the word “Christian” in v.16 is found in only two other places in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 

26:28).  D.A. Carson suggests that the use of the word “Christian” in these instances… 

 

…is assumed to have been used by detractors as a term of contempt.  However, people of the day used 

the Latin ending -ianus (anglicized as ‘-ian’) in two ways which might shed light on this usage.  Herod’s 

followers were called ‘Herodians’ (Mk. 3:6) and so ‘Christians’ could have indicated ‘supporters of 

Christ’.  It was the Roman custom for a person adopted into a noble family to use as his own the family 

name with the -ianus ending. So a person adopted into the family of Domitius could call himself 

Domitianus.  Antioch (where the custom began—Acts 11:26) was a Roman city, and so Christians there 

might well have used the name to show that they had been adopted into the family of Christ (Rom. 

8:15–17).8 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “We not only participate in Christ’s experiences, we participate in His ministry.  And for us 

to sympathize, we need to know what it means to hurt.  This is an important thought.  Our calling does not pull 

us away from the world.  Instead, it leads us to live Jesus’ life in the world!  Jesus’ ministry was to seek and to 

save.  He never forgot the lost; instead He lifted them up to become sons.9 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, August 12th.   Read: 1 Peter 4.17-19.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 

 
Peter now adds that persecutions can also be a discipline from God in order to “purify the lives of those in the 

family of God.  If believers need disciplinary earthly judgments…how much more will those who do not obey 

the gospel (cf. 2:7).”10 

 

In v.18, Peter turns to the Old Testament to affirm that God, in His love, does discipline His children in order to 

strengthen their faith and endurance.  It is important to make the distinction between “discipline” and 

“punishment.”  God does not punish His children because Jesus has already suffered the divine punishment for 

us.  However, like a good parent, God will use our circumstances, even our sin and selfishness, to discipline us, 

to help us learn about ourselves, our faith, and His character.  God’s discipline teaches us to turn to Him, thus 

deepening our faith and understanding of God’s grace and sovereignty.  In regards to v. 18:    

Peter quoted the Septuagint rendering of Proverbs 11:31…to emphasize God’s disciplinary demands on 

His children.  The vicissitudes of life are a part of God’s constant care, yet from a human perspective 

discipline is always “hard.”  Peter is not teaching that salvation is earned through personal trials or 

works, but simply that those who are saved are not exempt from temporal disciplinary judgments which 

                                                 
6 Martin Luther. Luther’s Works AE 30:127. 
7Walvoord, et al. The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 
8D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994). 
9 L. Richards and L.O. Richards. The Teacher’s Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1987). 
10 Walvoord, et al. The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/teachcom?ref=Bible.1Pe4.7-5.14&off=3054&ctx=d+(1+Peter+2:5%2c+9).+~We+not+only+particip


 
 

are the natural consequences of sin.  The writer of Hebrews also supports Peter: “Endure hardship as 

discipline; God is treating you as sons” (Heb. 12:7).11 

 

Peter’s use of “therefore” brings closure to this section of his letter, reminding the church that, in light of all that 

has been said, and as with all things in the Christian life, we are to “entrust our souls to [our] faithful creator” 

and continue to live faithfully (do good) in this world.     

 

What it means to do good has already been explained several times in the epistle (2:14–15, 20; 3:6, 17); 

it means simply doing those things which the culture (and God) views as good, for example obeying 

masters, following righteous laws, and submitting to husbands, within the limits prescribed by their 

primary obedience to Christ.  Doing good despite the consequences is how one lives out the entrusting 

of oneself to God.12 

Consider/Reflect:  What form does your suffering for Christ take?  How does v.19 comfort and assure you? 

 

                                                 
11 Ibid. 
12 P.H. Davids. The First Epistle of Peter (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1990). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt81pe1?ref=Bible.1Pe4.19&off=714&ctx=+%E2%80%9Cdoing+good.%E2%80%9D+%EF%BB%BF22%EF%BB%BF+~What+it+means+to+do+

